Perioperative elective. Developing a successful course.
The rapid advances in medical technology have increased the number of potential learning experiences. For example, when the elective was originally planned, laser surgery was not available in the community. Now, a perioperative nurse offers continuing education courses on laser surgery. Freestanding surgical centers have their own specialties (eg, eye clinics), and perioperative nurses specialize within these fields. Ambulatory surgical centers are creating another specialty, such as home health care within the first 24 hours of surgery. Baccalaureate nursing programs need to offer electives for students to explore their interests. Thorough planning of the perioperative elective can ensure its successful implementation. At ASU, the curriculum committee approved the proposed course with few questions, and the hospitals and freestanding clinics readily accepted the students. A perioperative elective is a satisfying experience for instructors who like to teach surgical nursing and work with registered nurses and motivated students.